
PLACER COUNTY 
LAND DEVELOPMENT PERMIT PROCESS 

 
 

Initial assessment of 
proposed project (pre-
development meeting) 

Submit Environmental  
Questionnaire and 
required information 

Categorically exempt 
from CEQA 

Ministerial action (not a 
“project” under CEQA) 

START

More information 
may be required 

Submit application(s) for 
land use entitlement(s) 

Environmental 
Impact Report 
required 

Environmental 
consultant 
retained 

Distribute Notice 
of Preparation 
(30 day review) 

Submit 
Admin. 
Draft EIR 

Draft EIR 
accepted 
by County

Public 
review  
(45 days) 

Consultant prepares 
response to 
comments 

Consultant 
completes 
Final EIR 

County prepares 
Negative Declaration 

Public review 
(20 or 30 days) 

Conditional Use Permit 
&/or Variance submitted 

Subdivision application 
submitted 

General Plan 
Amendment/Rezoning/ 
Specific Plan submitted 

Air Pollution 
Control District 
application 
submitted (projects 
with emissions 
only) 

No entitlement required 
by zoning (projects 
“allowed by right” only)

No Design Review 
required – submit for 
building plan check

Development Review 
Committee meeting 

Planning Commission 
hearing 

Board of Supervisors 
hearing 

Development Review 
Committee meeting 

Planning Commission 
hearing 

Submit Design Review 
application (if required) 

Improvement Plan Check 
submittal to Public Works 

Approval of improvement 
plans 

Review final map 
(100 days) 

Bond for improvements 

Complete all conditions 
of approval 

Board of Supervisors 
hearing 

Record final map  
(10 days) 

Construct improvements 

Acceptance of 
improvements 

Release of securities 

Construction of 
improvements (“cash 
jobs” only) 

Review of final map  
(100 days) 

Acceptance of 
improvements 

Complete all conditions 
of approval 

Board of Supervisors 
hearing on final map 

Record final map  
(10 days) 

Development Review 
Committee meeting 

Planning Commission or 
Zoning Administrator 
hearing

Submit Design Review 
application (if required) 

Improvement plan check 
submittal to Public Works

Approval of improvement 
plans 

Construct improvements 

Acceptance of 
improvements

“Early” building 
permit application 
(Section 4.21 of 
County Code only) 

Obtain route sheet 
from Building 
Department 

Submit construction 
plans to Building 
Dept for plan check

Planning Department 
review of plans 

Public Works 
Department review of 
plans

Facility Services 
review of plans 

Environmental Health 
review of plans 

Fire Department 
review of plans 

Issuance of building 
permit

Construction of project

Acceptance of 
improvements 

Certificate of 
Occupancy issued by 
Building Department

Issuance of 
Authority to 
Construct

Issuance of 
Permit to 
Operate

END

Acceptance of 
improvements

Record parcel 
map

Review and 
approval of 
parcel map

Complete all 
conditions of 
approval

Construct or 
bond for 
improvements

Approval of 
improvement 
plans

Improvement 
plan check 
submittal

Minor Land 
Division 
application 
submitted

Staff Review

Parcel Review 
Committee 
hearing

Minor Boundary 
Line Adjustment 
application 
submitted

Staff Review

Parcel Review 
Committee 
hearing

Review and 
approval of legal 
descriptions

Planning 
Department 
prepares 
resolution

Title Company 
prepares all 
documents

Record final 
documents

NOTES: 
 

 Dashed boxes reflect exceptional 
circumstances only as described 
in parentheticals. 

 
 All interpretations, 

determinations, or decisions may 
be appealed to a higher authority. 
An appeal is a separate process 
with separate timeframes, which 
is not shown on this chart. 

 
 Applicants proposing a project in 

Placer County should seek the 
comments of other governmental 
agencies, which may have 
jurisdiction over the project (i.e. 
TRPA, PG&E, Lahontan 
Regional Water Quality Control 
Board, school & fire districts, 
etc.). 

 
 Board of Supervisors approval is 

required for certain actions (i.e. 
abandonment of right-of-way, 
etc.), which are not indicated on 
this chart. 

PROCESSES: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Negative Declaration 

Environmental Impact Report 

General Plan Amendment/Rezoning & Specific Plan

Major Subdivision (5 lots or more) 

Use Permit/Variance 

Air Pollution Control District 

Building Permit 

Minor Land Division (4 lots or less) 

Minor Boundary Line Adjustment 

ref: t:\pln\lddprocess\ldd process flowchart.doc 


